
 

  

 

 

Welcome back to Term 5! 

I hope everyone had a lovely Easter break.  

After a very exciting term with the arrival of our ducklings, we are back with hopefully some 
warmer, drier weather, and as always, a fun packed term ahead. We have had a tricky first week 
with juggling the staff team but are very pleased to welcome both Siobhan and Hannah back. 
Unfortunately, Lois is still on the mend, and I’m sure you will all want to join me in wishing her best 
wishes and a speedy recovery.   

Because the children completely embraced the ‘Once Upon a Time . . .’ theme last term, with 
something having a beginning and then evolving through change, we will be continuing to build on 
this for Term 5, focusing the learning and development opportunities around ‘Growing and 
Changing’.  

We will be following the life cycle of the frog spawn we found in the Pre-school pond. We have 
already seen the frog a couple of times hiding in the weed so fingers crossed, the tapoles which 
had just started to hatch before half term will start to change and begin to look a bit more like 
frogs, so the children can see for themselves how they change and develop. We are also expecting 
our caterpillars to be delivered any day, so we can see how these change into something 
completely different from how they begin. We will be using lots of stories this term to support the 
learning opportunities, with a focus around ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’, Monkey Puzzle and Oliver’s 
Vegetables.  

To extend on the ‘Growing and Changing’ theme, we will also be planting seeds to see how 
these change and grow, along with planting vegetables and fruits, tying in healthy eating and how 
to take care of ourselves.  
 

The term will look something like this – 

Week Commencing: 23rd April 2019 

‘Who lives in the Pre-school garden?’ (Recap on frog lifecycle) 

Weeks Commencing: 29th April and 6th May 2019 

‘Caterpillars to Butterflies, Patterns and Symmetry’ 

Week Commencing: 13th and 20th May 2019 

‘Planting a seed and watching it grow’ 

We break up for half term on Friday 24th May 2019 at 3pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boogie Beats and Yoga sessions will 
continue this term. These sessions will be 
spread over various days each week so as 
many children as possible can take part. 

Swimming sessions have started this 
term.  We are very lucky to be able to 
offer this as part of the transition process 
for children moving up to Harwell School 
in September . 

Angel Fish group: 

29 April, 13th May, 20th May, 3rd June 

Star fish group: 

10th June, 24th June, 1st July, 8th July 

A couple of reminders  

Can we just remind you to let us know if 
your child isn’t going to be at Pre-school 
on their allocated day. You are welcome 
to phone in or drop us a quick email. We 
do have a policy in place, so will call or 
email if we haven’t heard anything from 
you within an hour of the session 
starting!  

If your child wears wellies to Pippins, 
could you please ensure they have a pair 
of shoes/slippers for indoors as wellies 
aren’t appropriate for indoor play. 

We have moved the self-registration 
board this term as we are focusing on 
name recognition in our small group work 
instead.  

Can you ensure your child has a named 
water bottle each session.  

Small Group work  

We will be continuing our small group work over 
this term.  Sabrina will continue to lead our Spirals 
Groups and Hannah will be leading the ‘Power 
Pips’ Groups. Trudie will lead the Forest School 
sessions, with the support of Lizzie and Emma. 

These focused sessions allow us to work with 
much smaller groups of children, developing their 
confidence and independence along with 
supporting their individual learning styles and 
abilities.  

We will be adding Maths and Technology in the 
Spirals Groups this term to extend on the sessions 
from last term.  

The Power Pips sessions will continue to support 
independence and school readiness.  

Below are a few links to help you understand 
what is meant by ‘School Readiness’, with ideas of 
how you can support and prepare your child at 
home. 

https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-
files/school%20ready/PACEY_preparingforschool_
guide.pdf  

www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-
files/PACEY%20general/Steps-to-starting-
school.pdf 

It is lovely to be able to offer the Forest School 
sessions again. Trudie is looking forward to 
sharing her training with the children this term. 
These groups will be rotated so that all children 
get the chance to take part in some way over 
Term 5 and Term 6. 

If you would like any more information, please do 
come and have a chat; observations from the 
group sessions are uploaded onto Tapestry for 
you to see.  

 



 

 

Parents’ evenings  

These will be held over two days - 
Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd May, 
depending on who your Key Person is.  

You will be able to book an appointment 
to discuss how your child is getting on 
and we will go through their Tapestry 
account with you.  
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Packed Lunches! 

As part of preparing our children who will be 
leaving us in July, ready to start school, we are 
encouraging them to be more independent at 
lunchtimes. We will no longer be decanting 
their food onto plates. This does mean that 
‘everything’ goes straight back into their lunch 
boxes whether it is half eaten or not as this is 
what will happen at school.  

Apologies if lunch boxes do come home a little 
messy! If food is placed in plastic bags or pots 
inside the lunch box, we will encourage them 
to place half eaten food inside these to help 
with any spillages.  

Sunny days 

With the sunny weather hopefully on the way, 
we ask that, children are sun creamed before 
arrival; we will top up throughout the day as 
necessary. To ensure there is always enough 
cream available, we will supply 5 star UVA and 
UVB protection, high factor suncream for 
children with sensitive skin but we ask for a £1 
donation each term to help cover the cost of 
this.  

If you would prefer to supply your own brand, 
please provide this, clearly labelled with your 
child’s name on and we will store it 
appropriately at Pippins. 

We have our own supply of sun hats but again, if 
your child would prefer to bring their own, they 
are very welcome.  

Could all children have a change of clothes in 
their bag as I guarantee there will be water play 
involved if the sun is shining! 

Appropriate clothing and footwear for the 
warmer weather - Pumps or Crocs (with back 
straps) are ideal. As flip flops and open toed 
sandals are a trip hazard, please could these be 
avoided. 

Tapestry 

Most parents now have a Tapestry 
account set up for their child. If you still 
haven’t managed to activate one, please 
do come and have a chat so we can get 
this organised.  

Tapestry is the online journal recording 
all the learning and fun your child has at 
Pippins. It allows us to link their 
development to the Prime and Specific 
areas of learning which gives us a guide 
of how they are developing along with 
using these child-led leads for planning 
exciting opportunities and activities.  

We are aware that you as parents are 
unable to see the tracking information 
online, but you should have received a 
print out of this before the Easter break.  
If we ever have any concerns about a 
child’s development, we would come 
and have a chat.  

 We always love feed back from you or 
to see what your child has been getting 
up to at home. You are very welcome to 
upload your own observations onto your 
child’s account and we will track these 
into the areas of learning to give a 
holistic picture of their development. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographer 

The school photographer will be here 
on Friday 10th May to take pictures of the 
children for you to purchase if you wish to.  
 
If your child doesn’t normally attend on 
Friday mornings and you would like 
photographs taken, please come along 
between 9.00am and 9.30am  
You are also welcome to bring siblings along 
between 9.00 and 9.30am.  
 
If your child normally attends on Friday 
mornings and you don’t want any photos 
taken, please let a member of staff know 
when you drop them off that morning.  
 
The photo order form will be given to 
you straightaway and you will also be able to 
order online.  Orders  must be returned by 
Friday 17th May. 
 

Harwell Feast Parade and Stall 

Bank Holiday Monday 27th May.  

Please come and join us at this wonderful 
village event.  We will be decorating a 
float for the parade through the village to 
the Recreation Ground which starts in 
Townsend (opposite the Hart) at 
11.00am.  More details to follow soon.  

Also, a reminder that the fundraising 
team are running a chocolate and bottle 
tombola stall and we are collecting 
bottles (not just alcoholic) and chocolates 
in the office for this. 

If you can spare an hour either on our 
tombola stall or for the Feast organisers 
helping at the gate or car par area, please 
let us know as soon as possible. 

Fees increase September 2019 

Pre-school Sessions (child aged 3 yrs and over)  
£11.70   Morning or afternoon session.   
£3.50     Lunch Club for children attending full day,  
  
Pre-school Sessions (child aged under 3 years)  
£14.00   Morning or afternoon session.   
£4.20     Lunch Club for children attending full day,  
  
Other Pre-school Charges  
£2.15    Walking bus -  Harwell School to Little 

Pippins or Little Pippins to The Barn after 
school club.  

£20.00   Registration Deposit  
£10.00   Late Collection Fee.  
  
Breakfast Club  
£5.80    per session for the first child.  
£4.80    per session for each subsequent sibling.  
 

Key Dates 

Monday 6th May – closed for Bank Holiday 

Friday 10th May – 9.00-10.00am  - school 
photographer  

Wednesday 15th May – 8.00pm Committee 
Meeting  

Tuesday 21st May – Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 22nd May – Parents’ Evening 

Friday 24th May – Last day of Term 5 

Monday 27th May – Harwell Feast 

Monday 1st June – start of Term 6 

Monday 17th June – closed for Inset day 

Monday 22nd July  3pm – end of Term for 
children returning in 
September 

Tuesday 23rd July –Leavers’ ceremony last 
day for Leavers - finish at 
11.45am 

. 


